RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

February 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared, Everett Julkowski, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

A CORRECTION to the January General Meeting Minutes is the fact that President Jeanne Berkshire introduced the speaker, not 1st Vice President Earlene Smith.

MOTION by Past President Norman Briggs to approve the January minutes with the above correction, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) –  CRCEA Delegate David Merritt reported on an article in the Sacramento Bee re: Sacramento County removing early retirees from the active pool for health insurance premiums.  Secretary Ginger Mello gave each board member a copy of the article.  This is the same thing that Kern County has hinted at doing in the near future.  Another item that David reported on is that CRCEA is trying to get a spot bill pushed through Sacramento to prevent counties from doing just what Sacramento County is trying to do.  At this time it is not known whether there is a person to carry this bill.  Each board member was given a copy of the spot bill.  Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett asked for explanation of the carving out process and ramifications of it.  
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE)  No Report

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of January there were 30 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,007 visitors to the County Administration Building.   Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through January 2007 the volunteers assisted 244,343 visitors. Mary Lou reported that one of the volunteers is the husband of a retiree.  Mary Lou also announced that the volunteer luncheon is tentatively set for May 15th.  
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that our speaker today is Jeanette Rogers who works for Kern Valley Healthcare District.  Earlene reported that Jeanette bubbles over with enthusiasm for the programs in which she is involved.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported that Jeff Frapwell, Director of General Services will be in attendance at today’s meeting.  Jeanne felt that this was a good way for Jeff to get to know our members and what we do at the information booth.   
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she had made contact with Vicki Stronach and told her that Mary Lou, herself, would try to do the Newsletter and Vicki sounded disappointed.  Josiah Vencel from Kern County Employees Retirement Association has volunteered to give Mary Lou a crash course in Publishers.  Past President Norman Briggs commented that we were paying $175 to the TREND editor and he feels that Mary Lou should be compensated for the editorship in addition to what she receives for being Treasurer.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated this item needs to be included on our next agenda. 
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION – Josiah Vencel reported that he had checked with his co-workers and the only thing that he wanted to make sure of is that we are aware that the death benefit has been increased from $1,000 to $3,000.

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett circulated the Budget for 2008.  Past President Norman Briggs suggested that a line item be set up for the Scholarship Fund in the amount of $5,000 taken from the Special Account.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the 2008 Budget with the modification above, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Mary Lou gave the Treasurer’s Report for January 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.   MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Claims Payable, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Mary Lou announced that the bylaws state that we are to have an audit once a year.

COMMUNICATIONS -  In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 6 County Newsletters, 3 letters from individuals to join REOKC, 3 letters from Bakersfield Homeless Center, 1 Platinum Business Card from Bank of America, 1 Bank Statement, 1 CD Statement and 1 Tax information from Kern Federal Credit Union.

OLD BUSINESS:
COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – A meeting was held on February 8th and the topic of discussion was the article from the Sacramento Bee and the spot bill that is being pushed through Sacramento.  The Detention Officers, Fire and CCAPE were not in attendance.  Alex Bernard, General Manager for KLEA, volunteered to circulate the information with PORAC.  

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs is planning to update the Board of Directors and all the minutes.  Norm also requested that Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett e-mail him the budget and he will put that on the Web Site.  

PAC UPDATE – No Report

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN POSITION – No Report

COMPUTERS GIVE AWAY – No one in attendance at the meeting has heard from John DeMario but it was decided to have a computer give away as planned since John announced at the last meeting that there would be two or three computers ready.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND – Past President Norman Briggs met with the Fire Department and received information from them on how they do their scholarship fund.  Norman put information together and distributed that information to the Board.  Norman stated that there may be a slight change in the Bylaws to be able to do the Scholarship Fund.  President Jeanne Berkshire appointed Earlene Smith and Kathy Ponec-Ervin to study the information and report back to the Board at the March meeting with any suggestions that they may have.  

HEALTH INSURANCE PROBLEMS – This topic was discussed under CRCEA and CCEOK and we definitely need to stay focused.  The County Administration Office is going to be against anything that we might do to keep the early retirees’ insurance from being carved out from the active employees and they will blame the problem on GASB 43 and 45.  Past President Norman Briggs requested that Secretary Ginger Mello contact Chuck Waide from CCAPE to see if Bakersfield City retirees could join the county retirees in dealing with this situation.  Ginger stated that she will contact Chuck Waide.  

NEW BUSINESS:

SOUND SYSTEM – At our Christmas Luncheon, Mr. Robert Sawyer circulated through the members in attendance collecting money toward the purchase of a new sound system for the organization.  The collection amount was about $64.00.  It was suggested that Bill Barnhart would be very knowledgeable in this area and that President Jeanne Berkshire should appoint Bill to look into the purchase of a new sound system.

President Jeanne Berkshire asked if Everett Julkowski had any comments to make at this meeting.  Everett mentioned that he and Margaret felt that the food at the Christmas Luncheon was terrible.  Past President Norman Briggs told Rick Mossman that very thing on the day of the luncheon.  Norman stated that he couldn’t understand how this could happen when the other 11 months lunches are always excellent.  Norman stated that we might look into increasing the amount we are willing to pay for the Christmas Luncheon.  
MOTION by President Jeanne Berkshire to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m., seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
